
 

St Ives Uniting Church 
 

4 October 2026 
 

Pentecost 19 
 
Call to worship and welcome 
 
Hymn: 132 Holy, holy, holy 
 
Prayers of adoration and confession 
 
Assurance of forgiveness and the peace 
 

Hear Christ’s word of grace, “Your sins are forgiven” 

Thanks be to God. 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 
Notices Lawrence Peak 
 
Bible readings 
 

Matthew 21:33-46 Elizabeth White 
 

33 “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a 

vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a 

watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and moved to 

another place. 34 When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants 

to the tenants to collect his fruit. 
 

35 “The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and 

stoned a third. 36 Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first 

time, and the tenants treated them the same way. 37 Last of all, he sent 

his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said. 
 

38 “But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the 

heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ 39 So they took him and 

threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 
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40 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to 

those tenants?” 
 

41 “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he 

will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the 

crop at harvest time.” 
 

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 
 

“‘The stone the builders rejected 

    has become the cornerstone; 

the Lord has done this, 

    and it is marvellous in our eyes’? 
 

43 “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from 

you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. 44 Anyone who falls 

on this stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be 

crushed.”  
 

45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they 

knew he was talking about them. 46 They looked for a way to arrest him, 

but they were afraid of the crowd because the people held that he was a 

prophet. 
 

For the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

 
Philippians 3:4b-14 Stephen White  
 

If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I 

have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the 

tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 
6 as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the 

law, faultless. 
 

7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of 

Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the 

surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have 
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lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ 9 and be 

found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the 

law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that 

comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 I want to know Christ—yes, to 

know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, 

becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining to the 

resurrection from the dead. 
 

12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my 

goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of 

me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken 

hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining 

toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for 

which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 
 

For the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

 
Sermon: What’s important? 
 
Hymn: 609 May the mind of Christ my saviour 
 
Offering and prayer 
 
Prayers of the people Ross Lorenz 
 
Hymn: 474 Here in this place 
 
Holy Communion 
 

We have an open table; everyone is welcome. We will be sharing 

communion by intinction: we have a common loaf, but we do also have a 

gluten free option, which will be on the small table. We divide the 

common cup into two – one wine (on the piano side), one grape juice (on 

the organ side), and you are free to choose either.  
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When you come forward, you will be given a piece of bread, please take 

it, dip it in the common cup of your choosing, and eat it straight away. It 

you’re unable to come forward, we will bring the elements to you. 
 

Lord,  

We come to your table, 

trusting in your mercy 

and not in any goodness of our own. 

We are not worthy 

even to gather up the crumbs under your table, 

but it is your nature always to have mercy. 

So feed us with the body and blood 

of Jesus Christ, your Son,  

that we may for ever live in him 

and he in us. Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

…And so we praise you with your people throughout the world and 

across the years, joining with choirs of angels and the whole of 

creation in the eternal hymn, singing: 
 

Hymn: 761 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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…Awaiting his coming in glory, we pray as our Saviour taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

…God has us in this sacrament, united us with Christ, and given us 

a foretaste of the heavenly banquet prepared for all people, and so 

we pray together: 

We thank you, Lord, that when we were still far off, you met us 

in your Son. He lived and died and rose again, declared your 

love and opened the way to everlasting life.  

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink 

his cup bring life to others; we who the Spirit lights give light to 

the world.  

Keep us in the hope we have in your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, in whose name we pray.  

Amen. 

 
Hymn: 147 To God be the glory 
 
Benediction 
 
Threefold Amen 
 
Postlude     Organist           John Hughes 
 


